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| T O 
Mrs. HALLIDAY. 


Mapa, 


O U will be pleaſed favour- 

* ably to accept this Diſcourſe, 

preached and printed at your 

requeſt; and allow it to moderate 

your ſorrows for the loſs of a Gen- 
tleman ſo juſtly dear to you. 


We are all too prone, clecially 
while divine Providence ſmiles upon 
us, to forget the nature of the pre- 
ſent life, appointed to be a ſcene of 
trial and preparation for immortality ; 


and to indulge expectations of conti- 
* nued 


"SS — ng ee es * 


regard them as light, and but for a 


( iv J 


nued tranquility and enjoyment, 


which can only be anſwered in the 


next, the everlaſting ſtate. And the 


diſappointment of our hopes, when 
ſome great affliction overtakes us, 
makes the ſtroke to wound us much 
the deeper. Whereas, conſtantly to 
conſider our beſt loved comforts as 
frail and uncertain, and our life as 
not deſigned to be a ſcene of eaſe, 
but of labour, and preparation for a 
world of unmixed and eternal bleſſed- 
neſs; and in conſequence of this, to 
derive our principal ſatisfactions from 
approving ourſelves unto Gop, and 
from a good hope of his favour, 
from diſcharging well the duties of 
our various relations, and doing good 


abundantly ; from frequent medita- 


tions on the heavenly felicity, and 


lively hopes of poſſeſſing it 


Theſe ſentiments, and this conduct, 


give a ſtrength to the mind for ſup- 
porting afflictions, and inable us to 


mo- 


CS 
moment; and by the joys of faith 
and hope, to ſupply the loſs of the 


deareſt external bleſſings. 


* suffer hen, Madam, this repre- 
ſentation of human life, as frail and 
uncertain, to abate your grief for 
having experienced it to be ſuch, in 
a moſt tender inſtance. And may 
the Gop of all conſolation, who de- 
lights to ſtile himſelf the Gop of the 
widow and fatherleſs, raiſe your mind 
to ſo chearful a truſt; in his Provi- 
dence, and reſignation to his all- 
wiſe and moſt merciful diſpenſations, 
and to ſuch inlivening ts of 
that bliſsful world, where after a few 
days of ſeparation we ſhall rejoin our 
pious friends, triumphing in perfec- 
tion and felicity everlaſting ; as will 
render the preſent loſs a means of 
your enjoying divine ſatisfactions, and 
of working for you a far more exceed- 


ing and eternal weight of glory. 
May 
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May this repreſentation alſo, of the 
vanity and ſhortneſs of human life, 
joined with this affecting inſtance, 
guard your numerous and promiſing 
offspring, againſt indulging large ex- 
pectations from an uncertain world; 
and determine them to fix their views 
of happineſs on an eternal heaven; 
and may the loſs of an earthly Parent 
increaſe their concern, to ſecure their 
welfare in a world of changes, by in- 
ſuring the favour of their heavenly. 
That their finiſned virtue, and eſtab- 
liſhed piety, may be your full conſo- 
lation; may ſupply to the world and 
the church, the removal of their 
worthy Father, and of their other 
pious Relations, as Gop ſhall call them 
up to a better ſtate, and prepare them 
for a joyful meeting in that world, 
where ſorrow and death will be 
known no more ; where the ſpirits 
of the juſt are made perfect, and 
the ſaints are like the angels, and 

where 


E i 
where the patience, reſignation, and 
fidelity of a few days will be re- 
warded with an immortality of bleſ- 
ſedneſs, perfect and divine. 


Theſe, Madam, are the earneſt 
Prayers of 


Your obliged and moſt 


obedient Servant, 


THoMAs AMoRY, 


Taunton, July 27, 1754. 
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Jos xiv. 2. 


He cometh forth like a Flower, and 
is cut down. 


F we look back to the preceding verſe, 
or to the much lamented Death which 
occaſions this diſcourſe, we ſhall foon 
know whoſe picture is here drawn, and the 
near reſemblance it bears with the original. 
Tis the life of man that Fob here repreſents ; 
not by an oak, which by ſlow degrees riſes to 
its perfection, and long maintains It, is for ages 
proof againſt the violence of ſtorms and ſeaſons, 
and at laſt, after ſuſtaining long and repeated 
aſſaults, ſullenly ſubmits, and flowly finks to 
the ground —— but by a wer, which a few 
days bring to perfection, which preſerved with 
the tendereſt care, and permitted to live to it's 
utmoſt date, can continue but a ſhort ſeaſon, 
and hold it's bloom and beauty a yet ſhorter ; 
and which is uſually not allowed to ſtand out 
it's ſhort ſeaſon, but being liable to be cruſhed 
by every accident, falls untimely, and even 
it's beauty and fragrance, inſtead of protecting 


it, invite the deſtroyer. Man that is born of 
B a Woe 
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a woman, is of few days, and full of trouble. 
He cometh forth like a flower, and is cut down ; 
be fleeth alſo as a ſhadow, and continueth not. 

Job deſigned to give vent to his ſorrows in 
this deſcription, and by repreſenting the frail- 
ty, vanity, and wretchedneſs of mortal man, 
and of himſelf in particular, to move the di- 
vine pity; that the calamities under which he 
ſuffered might be removed, and his life, vain 
and ſhort at beſt, be reſtored, and paſs as eaſi- 
ly as it could, For he adds immediately, 
deft thou open thine eyes upon ſuch a one? that 
is, to mark him ſtrictly, and puniſh his faults : 
turn from him that he may reſt, and accompli 
as an hireling his day. I ſhall conſider the 
words with a more general view; and, 


I. Give you the dictinct import of the ex- 
preſſion, he cometh forth like a flower, 
and is cut down. 

II. Mention ſome Conſiderations which will 
help us to judge aright of this repreſen- 
tation of human life, and vindicate the 
divine perfections and providence in thus 


appointing it; and, 
IIT. Make a few practical Reflections. 


I. I would diftinf#ly explain the ſimilitude 
here uſed, and ſhow you in what reſpects the 
life of man reſembles a flower. Without 
ſtraining the ſimilitude, the following parti- 
culars offer themſelves, were 3 deſign- 


— 


Mc 
ed by Job, and are abundantly verified by 
ſcripture, and daily experience, The fort 
continuance of human life, and the much 
ſhorter of it's bloom; the feebleneſs of our 
ſtate; the many changes to which we are by 
this expoſed ; and the frequency of our fall- 
ing even amidſt our bloom ; without hope of 
being reſtored when we are once brought down; 
he cometh forth like a flower, and 1s cut down, 


1. The life of man reſembles a fower in 
it's ſhort continuance at longeſt, and in the 
ſtill ſhorter duration of it's bloom and vi- 
gor, The following words prove this to have 
been deſigned by Job; he fleeth alſo as a 
ſhadow, and continueth not. And this was 
evidently deſigned by St. Peter, in the 
beautiful contraſt he forms between this 
ſhort duration of human life, and the long 
duration of the word of Gop, and-it's be- 
neficial effects on the human mind. For 
all fleſh is as graſs, and all the glory of man, 
more tranſitory ſtill, as the flower of the 
graſs; the graſs withereth, and the flower 
thereof falleth away; but the word of the 
LORD endureth for ever, and this is the word, 
which by the goſpel is preached unto you. In 
the goth Pſalm, the divine eternity is ſet in 
a ſtrong light, being oppoſed to the life of 
man, appearing under this fimilitude, E'er 
thou hadſt formed the earth and the world, 

B 2 from 
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from everlaſting to everlaſting thou art Gop. 
But thou tur nel. man to deſlruction.— In 
the morning they are like ibe graſs which 
groweth up. In the morning, thou alloweſt it 
vo longer time, it groweth up and flouriſh- 
eth; in the evening it is cut down and 
withereth. 
I will not attempt farther to illuſtrate the 
brevity of human life and glory, by com- 
aring them with the everla/ting mountains, 
and their long-liv'd offspring the cedars, or 
with ſome animals to whom nature has al- 
lowed a longer duration, Becauſe in this 
way, tis but to ſhift the compariſan to in- 
cis of a day, and we are as antediluuian 
patriarchs, whole long lives ſwallow up num- 
berleſs generations of the other, Nor ſhall 
}, which would be a more natural compari- 
fon, ſet our ſhort life againſt the duration 
of our elder brethren, the angels, oppoſed 
to which it dwindles to a point, I will ra- 
ther, ſince it may be more inſtructive, con- 
ſider the ſhortneſs of our life with a view to 
the c 1 we poſleſs, and the improvements 
ich we ſeem to be made, and would 
11 permit it, might attain; and the ſhort 
duration of our happineſs, when compared 
with the hard and long labours preparatory 
to epjoyment. 
There is a rational ſpirit in man, * Gop 
hath taugli him more than the beaſts of the feld; 
and 
job nN. 11, xxxii, 8. | 
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and the inſpiration of the Almighty hath given 
bim underſtanding z capacities for an endleſs 
proficiency in knowledge and goodneſs, He 
can make the paſt and future his own ; form 
deſigns for the longeſt ſucceſſion of ages; and 
he hath large and ſtrong deſires after happineſs, 
which urge him to purſue one object afer an- 
other, and will not ſuffer him to reſt after a 
thouſand experiments, His progreſs in know- 
ledge and virtue is very gradual, he is quick 
to commit errots, and flow to correct them. 
Religion and victue, which conſtitute his great -· 
eſt happineſs, muſt be made habitual before 
they can give him full and laſting pleaſure; and 
habits of theſe are not acquired without ſmart 
ſtruggles with oppoſing inclinations, and good 
actions, frequently and long repeated. Such 
is the nature of man; and were we to con- 
ſider this life as his a//, and by this to mea- 
ſure his duratian here, muſt we not think 
a thouſand years a ſcanty allotment, for rang- 
ing the boundleſs fields of ſcience, and for climb- 
ing exalted herghts of virtue and prety, and 
then enjoying as a reward the pleaſure of the 
elevation; for ſatisfying ſuch large deſires, and 
executing ſuch great and generous projects as 
he can form? 

And what in fact is his term? Seventy years 
ordinarily meaſure the longeſt. Of theſe 
ſleep, and the actions immediately neceſſary 
for the ſupport of life conſume almoſt half ; 
and with the generality the /abours required 

| - to 
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to furniſh proviſions for the animal part, the 
greater ſhare of the remainder. How much of 
life is gone e'er reaſon dawns; how much 
more e' er it arrives at a degree of ſtrength and 
brightneſs, ſufficient to diſſipate the clouds 
raiſed by our prejudices and paſſions ! Senſe 
being ſome years older than reaſon, takes the 
advantage of it's abſence, and ſo deeply roots 
it's follies and miſtakes, that it proves a long 
work for reaſon, even in it's ſtrength to pull 
them up ; while at the ſame time they prevent 
it from growing ſtrong: and yet they muſt be 
removed, before thoſe ſeeds from which true 
knowledge and happineſs ſpring can flouriſh, 
How much more of life paſſes away, before 
our active powers arrive at their maturity; after 
this, we are a while hindered from action and 
enjoyment, and more of our ſpan muſt be al- 
lowed, for gaining the experience and pru- 
dence neceſſary to guide and employ them 
aright! Half of our proper life is gone, be- 
fore we are thoroughly qualified to manage it, 
and to enjoy it's pleaſures. Of this ſhort 
term, how much leſs can we command, for 
the peculiar actions, purſuits and enjoy- 
ments, of reaſonable beings, for the ſatisfac- 
tions of knowledge, virtue, friendſhip, and 
devotion, How little a while do we continue 
in maturity, how ſoon tend to decay ! Our 
knowledge, prudence, and experience in- 
creaſe ; but our vigor and ability for action 
and enjoyment leſſen; till after a few years, 

we 
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we become unable to execute the good deſigns 
we projected; and our * wiſdom, deftitute 
of the ſpirit and reſolution of youth, ſinks 
into ſlowneſs and a cautious cowardice, and 


by degrees into peeviſhneſs and cenſoriouſneſs. 


At beſt, we grow ſenſible of the errors of our 
conduct, when we have no more opportuni- 
ties for acting better; and are fully convinced 
of our true intereſts, when we can no longer 
purſue them. And then declaring to thoſe 
who are younger, and who ſeldom believe us, 
that the world is vain, we are ourſelves inſtan- 
ces of it, by ſinking into the grave in the 
midſt of our wiſdom, 

Is not this too like a picture of human 
life, when ſpent as we reckon very well? 
+ Theophraſtus, an eminent philoſopher, and 
as appears by his Characters, a nice judge of 
human nature, dying at the end of 107 
years, a very long life, according to the pre- 
ſent meaſure, complained of nature for grant- 
ing to ſtags and crows a term much longer, 


which he thought uſeleſs to them; when had 


it been indulged to man, he might have at- 


tained a high perfection of knowledge : and 


he regretted, that he muſt leave life when he 


Juſt began to be wiſe, To perſons ingaged in 


the purſuits of ſenſual pleaſures, riches, or 
grandeur, how ſhort is life! A great part of 
it being employed in preparations for gaining 
their 

* Multa ſenem circumdeniunt incommoda, &c. 


Horat, de Arte Poet. 
F Cicer. Tuſc, Quæſt. L. iu. | 
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their ſeveral objects, and in purſuing thetn; and, 
perhaps, e er they acquire or enjoy them in a 
degree that will recompence their labours, life 
is over. Or they have at laſt ſome gratifi- 
cations in their reach, which they want vigor 
to enjoy. And even where perſons ſooneſt en- 
ter upon ſenſual enjoyments, how few and how 
ſhort are the moments of actual pleaſure, 
if compared with the days ſpent in the pur- 
ſuit, or with the intervals of ſatiety and diſ- 
guſt which intervene, before their appetites 
can recover ſtrength, and they again re- 
lich their objects! Others become rich, when 
they have neither time nor abilities remaining 
to enjoy wealth, and hoard it for others to 
whom they envy it. Or they riſe to power and 
diſtinction, by the time they are brought to 
think popular applauſe noiſy breath, great 
ſtate a great incumbrance, and to deſpiſe 
themſelves for having ſacrificed the repoſe, 
enjoyment, and purity of their minds, to 
things ſo worthleſs. Aſk any at the cloſe 
of life, I mean of thoſe whoſe views and 
hopes terminate in death, and they will frank- 
ly confeſs the ſhortneſs and vanity of life, and 
feelingly complain, how few the moments 
of true life and enjoyment have been, and 
that they die before they well know hat 
they have lived. In their hands life has pro- 
ved like a flower, which they have no ſooner 
gathered, and begun to delight themſclves 

| with 
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with it's bloom and fragrance, but it fades and 
dies. 

Should not this, my friends, convince us, 
that a ſe Gop, our maker, who hath given 
us Capacities and deſires ſo d 1ſproportionate to 
our preſent ſtate, and placed us in circum- 
ſtances ſo unfavourable to our becoming hap- 
py, were this the whole of our exiſtence ; but 
which are ſo well ſuited to a „it Nate, a ſtate 
of improvement and preparation for a nobler 
and more laſting life; that he mnſt have 
certainly deſigned us for this other and bet- 
ter ſtate? For on this ſuppoſition, alone, can 
man, his principal work here below, appear 
a maſter-piece of wiſdom and goodneſs. And 
ſhould not this alſo determine us, conſtant- 
ly to regard the preſent life in it's relation to 
a future, and to improve it in that manner, 
which ſhall have the beſt influence on our 

rfection and felicity in a following, more 
durable, and exalted ſtate ? Since as certain 
as it is, that an all-wiſe Gop has not * made 
all men in vain, ſo certain it is, that he hath 
made us for immortality. 

2. As human life reſembles a ſouer in 
flouriſhing and continuing but a bort ſpace, 
ſo in the fra:lty of it's ſtate, This the royal 
poet deſigned to teach us by the ſimilitude. 


As for man, his days are as the graſs, as 


the flower of the field ſo be flouriſheth; for the 
wind paſſeth over it, and it is gone, What 
O more 
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more tender than the beauty and life of 2 
flower ? A hot ſunſhine, a chilling or ſcorch · 
ing wind, put a period to both; and the moſt 
contemptible animal or inſect have it at their 
mercy. How very like in this reſpect is hu- 
man life to a flower !- 

How delicate the frame of the human bo- 
dy | A variety of fine ſprings compoſe the 
machine, each of them liable to be diſorder- 
ed by a thouſand accidents ; and the diſorder 
of a ſingle one proves fatal to the caſe or life 
of the man. A flight change in the air great- 
ly affects our frame, and if it cannot deſtroy 
our action, ſpoils the ſprightlineſs and plea- 
ſure of it. And how often does it convey 
into our lungs a ſubtle poiſon, too fine to be 
ſeen or avoided ; the malignant influence of 
which, in a few days, converts beauty to de- 
formity, eaſe pain, reaſon to madneſs, and 
life into death! How many the acc:dents with- 
out us, and the diſorders from within to which 
we are ſubject! They are too many to be num- 
bered, and each of them an over-match for 
our life or eaſe, So that in the midſt of life 
we are in death, * and cruſhed before the moth. 
The food which we take to ſupport life, often 
proves the ſeed of diſeaſes and death ; and 
thoſe exerciſes which we ufe for the conti- 
nuance or pleaſure of it, through our not 
duly proportioning or circumſtancing them, 
haſten the ruin of both, 'Thus ſunſhine and 

rain, 
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rain, both neceſſary to the life and beauty of 
a flower, in a {mall exceſs wither or bend it 
to the earth. 

How nice is the texture of the brain, on 
which the full exertion of our reaſon depends, 
and how eaſily diſordered ! What a ſmall mat- 
ter will cauſe an obſtruction in a vein or ar- 
tery, and put an end to life! What flight ac- 
cidents cloud the eye or ſtop the ear, the two 
great inlets of knowledge and pleaſure from 
without! And how eafily are tumultuous 
paſſions excited, which while they laſt, de- 
ſtroy the peace and enjoyment, and often 
the health and life of man! How frail alſo 
is our moral conſtitution, how changeable 
our purpoſes for virtue and religion; and how 
ready are we to do thoſe actions, one day, 
we ſhall repent the next; and how prone to 
drop thoſe, on which, from a full conviction 
of their neceſſity to our happineſs, we had 
determined |! 

And then, a man's own frailty is not the 
only cauſe which renders his happineſs ſo ve- 
ry precarious, He depends alſo upon others, 
frail as himſelf, whoſe frame is as brittle, 
their virtue as unſettled, and whoſe paſſions 
are as mutinous as his own. Such are the 
viſible foundations on which reſt the life 
and happineſs of man; who yet many times 
in his proſperity fo far forgets himlelf, that he 
pronounces his ſtate firm as a mountain, and 
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ſays, sI all never be moved, This is the lan- 
guage of his heart for a few days; till his 
own folly, vice or ſickneſs, the ſickneſs or 
death, the caprice, inconſtancy, unkindneſs, 
treachery, or viciouſneſs of a wife, a chi'd, 
or a friend, force him to change his lan- 
guage, and with a melancholy ſolemnity to 
cry out, Ceaſe from man, whoſe breath is in 
his noſtrils. Men of lo degree are vanity, 
and men of high degree are a lie; ſurely eve 
ry man in his beſt eſtate is altogether vanity, 
3. Human life reſembles a flower in this 
alſo, that it is not only fraz/, but often cut 
down or cruſhed in it's prime ; nor are it's 
ſhort ſtanding beauty or fragrance any ſecu- 
rity. The mower enters the field, and the 
fair and fragrant flower, the mature and uſe- 
ful plant, the withered ſtalk, and the uſe- 
leſs or baneful weed, fall at once in an un- 
diſtinguiſhing ruin. With a view to the ſudden 
fading of human life in the height of it's 
glory, St. James compares it to a flower, 
i As the flower of the graſs he ſhall paſs away. 
For the ſun is no fooner riſen with a burning 
beat, but it withereth the graſs, and the flower 
therecf falleth, and the grace cf the faſhion of 
it paſſeth away, And the ſudden ruin which 
overtook Fob in the midſt of his proſperity, 
with the untimely death of all his children, 
were evidenly intended, when he compared 
human 


e Pf. le, - + 5 11, 11. 22. Pſ. XXXIX, 5. 
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human life to a fower which grew up and 
was cut down. | 

* A Youth is juſt grown up to exert his 
rational and moral powers, ſprightly inno- 
cence, modeſty, ſweetneſs, and beauty diſ- 
cloſe and delight his acquaintance. Parents 
begin to think themſelves recompenced for 
all the cares, expences, and labours of 
education, and with pleaſure obſerve the 
flouriſhing ſhoots of early piety and virtue : 
the bud diſplays beauty and ſheds perfume ; 
which, alas, are no ſecurity, For the wind 
paſſeth over it, and it is gone. A ſubtile poiſon 
floating in the air, enters with the vital 
breath, and corrupts the blood; and what 
a change ſucceeds! A flower cut down and 
trampled on, is not more altered. They 
who juſt before ſaw him with rapture, can- 
not now bear the fight ; the late lovely form 
is conſigned to the dark covering of the grave, 
where with it the hopes and joys of friends 
and parents lie buried. 

Or as in the freſh and affecting inſtance 
now before us. A perſon has advanced far- 
ther in life, by knowledge, experience, and in- 
tegrity, is qualified to act an honourable and 
uſeful part in ſociety, and for years diſchar- 
ges it. In his family is a faithful and affec- 
bionate huſband, a prudent and tender parent. 
His acquaintance experience him a warm, 


able, 


* Maſter {aac Tr. Nelman, who died of the ſmall-pox, 
Biarch 19, 1754, in his fifteenth year. 
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able, and active friend, and the cauſe of reli- 
gion and liberty find in him a ſteady ſup- 
port. Having for a conſiderable time filled 
with. dignity one poſt of great uſefulneſs, the 
voice of his country calls him to a higher, to 
ſerve it's inteteſt in Parliament; and the expec- 
tations of his friends riſe with his advances 
ment, only to be the more diſappointed by 
his death. The joy and triumph of his new 
dignity are ſoon ſucceeded by the ſad ſolem- 
nities of his funeral, the tears of friends, and 
by/ the tender and diſtreſſing ſorrows of a 
widow, and a numerous offspring; deprived 


of a Father when they moſt need his pru- 


dence and affection. 
Are ſuch caſes as theſe uncommon ? Or ra- 

ther, do we not often ſee inſtances of per- 
ſons, who have improved in the beſt manner, 
their natural abilities, and the advantages of. 
a good education, acquired talents for being 
fignally uſeful, been influenced by the nobleſt 
views, and zealous for the moſt uſeful de- 
ſigns, yet cut down in all their glory; their 
treaſures of knowledge and virtue loſt to the 
world, and themſelves removed many times 
to make room for perſons of very different 
Characters; who ſucceeding to their power, 
riches, and influence, have made them the in- 
ſtruments of as great evil to the world, as 
the other promiſed good? Does not hiſtory 
furniſh numerous examples of this kind, per- 
ſons of the higheſt characters, and the moſt 

exten- 
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extenſive ſway? The pious king Jeſab, was 
he not removed in his prime, though he 
ſeemed formed to ſtem the torrent of a moſt 
corrupt age, and to ſupport the intereſts of 
true religion, againſt the moſt violent oppoſi- 
tion ? 

And to come nearer home. What bleſ- 
ſings did all good men, not only in England, 
but throughout the proteſtant world, promiſe 
to themſelves from the eminent virtues of 
king Edward the 6th? How much did he 

rform in the little time that he lived, how 
much more did he give reaſon to expect? Yet 
in his earlieſt bloom was he removed: and by 
whom ſucceeded ? Lady Fane Gray was an- 
other inſtance nearly joined to the former. 
What a character had prince Henry, eldeſt 
ſon to James the firſt, for ſolid virtue and me- 
rit, and a generous love to mankind ; how 
unlike his father and his ſucceſſor? What 
wars and miſeries did the tiff arbitrary hu- 
mour of his ſucceſſor occaſion ; which, pro- 
bably, would have been prevented by the longer 
life of the other ? Shall I name alſo the im- 
mature death of the late Queen Mary of beſ- 
ſed memory, for which a nation were ſin- 
cere mourners? Need I add more inſtan- 
ces, or are you not fully convinced, that in 
this reſpe&t alſo, Man cometh forth like a 
flower, and is cut down ? 


4. The 
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| 4. Thelaſt inſtance I ſhall mention where- 
in the life of man reſembles a flower, is this, 
it that their fates are irreparable; when once 
blaſted and cut down, they return to life 
and beauty no more in this world, A tree, 
| though ſhaken by wintry blaſts, and ſpoil- 
f ed of all it's leaves, and verdure, yet hath it's 
i beauties reſtored by the returning ſpring ; but 
man dieth, and we fee no ſecond ſpring in- 
dulged to him. Job appears to have had this 
i in view by what follows. There is hope of 
If a tree if it be cut down, that it will ſhoot 
if again, and that the tender branch thereof will 
not ceaſe. But man lieth down, and riſeth not 
up, till the heavens be no more. And the ſame 
truth is taught in a P/alm before cited, The 
wind paſſeth over it, and it is gone, and the 
place thereof ſhall know it no more. I cannot 
help adding the reviving aſſurance that fol- 
lows, but the mercy of the Loxo is from 
everlaſting to everlaſling, and his righteouſneſs, 
or goodneſs, unto childrens children, to ſuch as 
keep his covenant, and to thoſe who remember 
his commandments to do them. Is it neceſſary 
to inlarge in proof of this obſervation, or to 
put you in mind, that the moſt earneſt and 
continued prayers and tears cannot recall the 
departed ſpirit, to reanimate the forſaken bo- 
dy; and that an exceſs of grief for the de- 
parted, may indeed haſten us after them, 


but can never prevail that they ſhould again 
become 
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become as we are? Of the many houſand mil. 
lions whom death has cut down, how few have 
been reftored to life! A few perſons were in- 
deed reſcued from the grave, when the Loxp 
of life converſed upon earth, to confirm his 
promiſe, and give the world an earneſt of a 
general reſurrection. But we mult expect ſuch 
events no more, till this earth reach it's laſt 
period, and our LoRD return to * call forth 
all that are in their graves, until our heavens 
are no more. 

Let us now proceed, ike, 

II. To take a view of ſome Confiderations, 
which will help us to judge arigbt of this re- 
preſentation of human life; and vindicate 
the divine perfſections and providence in ap- 
pointing that 7hus it ſhould be, ] have time to 
take notice only of the few following: 

1. This ſtate of vanity, frailty, and im- 
perfection, wes not the original ſtate of man, 
but introduced by diſobedience to bis Creator. 
The ſcripture account of the original ſtate of 
man is this.] Our firſt parents were formed 
for a longer life, placed in a paradiſe of delights, 
ſecured againſt all injurious accidents, and had 
it in their power to attain their full perfection, 
If they continued obedient, they were privi- 
leged from dying, and would, probably, when 
they had been tried here for a proper time, 
have been tranſlated to heaven without taſt- 
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ing death. Theſe great advantages and bleſ- 
ſings they received from the goodneſs of their 
Maker, and could have tranſmitted to their 
poſterity, But they rebelled againſt Gop, 
and by eating the forbidden fruit, poiſoned 
their conſtitutions, introduced diforders and 
mortality into the human frame, and ſubect- 
ed the creature to vanity, And who can ex- 
pet a perfect conſtitution ſhould ariſe out of 
a violation of the divine appointment, to de- 
rive an immortal nature from mortal parents, 
or to inherit compleat happineſs from traitors ? 
Or who reaſonably complain, that a life full 
of temptations, labours, and ſufferings, is 
ſhort ? | 

ob ſeems to have had a regard to this for- 
feiture of life and happineſs by the parents of 
mankind, in that expreſſion which introduces 
the text, Man that is born of a woman is of 
few days, and full of trouble; ſince ® Eve be- 
ing deceived was firſt in the tranſgreſion. 

If it be aſked, how was it conſiſtent with 
the wiſdom, holineſs, and goodneſs of Gop, to 
permit ſuch conſequences from our firſt pa- 
rents fin to their offspring, * who had not 
finned after the ſimilitude of their tranſoreſſion ? 
I anſwer, Gop is an ab/olute maſter of his un- 
deſerved benefits. We could with no reaſon 
claim of him as our right, compleat bleſſed- 
neſs and immortality upon earth, It was 
certainly great goodneſs in him to put it into 

the 
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the power of the firſt pair, to convey the ad- 
vantages for ſo fair a poſſeſſion to their child- 
ren. And if our preſent enjoyments are 
greater than our ſufferings, our good than our 
evil, and life upon the whole, be rather eli- 
gible than death, this is all, that ſuppoſing 
we continued innocent, we could claim from 
the juſtice of Gor. And * ſhall we re- 
ceive good at the hand of Gop, and not re- 
ceive evil; eſpecially when we allo have done 
evil, and moſt of the miſeries of the preſent 
ſtate, are the effects of our follies and 
vices ? | 

But it may ſtill be urged, if we could not 
demand more from ſtrict iuſtice, yet might 
we not with reaſon expect from the bound- 
leſs wwi/dom and grodneſs of our Maker, that 
our undeſerved diſadvantages and ſufferings 
ſhould be ſome way compenſated ? Yes, we 
might; and Gop has abundantly anſwered 
and exceeded our juſt expectations. For, 

2. The preſent life of man has an advan- 
tag ecus connection with another, an immortal 
life. May we not ſuppoſe, that Job deſign- 
ed this, when he compared the life of man 
to an bireling, who after his day of labour, 
is to receive his reward? Elpecially if we 
add his remarkable declaration, ? I know that 
my Redeemer liveth, and that he ſhall land at 
the latter day on the earth; and though after 

D 2 my 
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my ſet, worms deſtray this body, yet in my flef 
ſhall J ſee Gop. Our all-wiſe Creator, de- 
ſigned by the ſhortneſs and yanity of the pre- 
7 ſtate, to lead us to the belief and purſuit 
of a ſtate more dutable and perfect; and hath 
ſo ordered things, that the neceſſary imper- 
fections and difficulties of the preſent, ſhould 
prepare us for the compleat bleſſedneſs of a 
future. The conection of this life with an- 
other, and it's influence upon it, when well 
pnderſtood, remoye all juſt complaints of it's 
ſhortneſs, frailty, diſappointments, and ruin, 
It's ſhortneſs will be more fully conſider- 
ed under the next obſervation ; yet I cannot 
help aſking here, whether a reaſonable man 
would complain, that a time of trial and 
danger was too ſhort, which was yet Jong 
enough for him to gain the victory and the re- 
ward? Who can with reaſon complain of 
the weakneſs introduced into our nature by 
the fall, and of the d;ficulties which attend 
the attainment of our true happineſs, in 
knowledge, virtue, and piety, and the im- 
perfection of theſe at preſent, who conſiders, 
that proportionate af/i/tances or allowances, 
will be granted by Gop, that a fincere en- 
deavour after perfection and gradual pro- 
grels toward it, at all that God requires of 
us, in order to our rifing to perfection in a 
future ſtate; and that the glories of our 
crown, and degrees of our bleſſedneſs, will 
be determined by the difficulties we have 
by 


4.1 

ſurmounted, by our activity, and fidelity? 
That by the imperfect, though laborious obe- 
dience of a ſhort life, we may be intitled to 
a reward, of equal, if not ſuperior value to 
that, which had not Adam fallen, would have 
been granted to the perfect obedience of a 
a lang ſtate of trial? Who that has a juſt 
value for the future bleſſedneſs, for the per- 
fection of goodneſs and devotion, for im- 
mortality, and the compleat fruition of the 
ſupreme good, can complain, that this world 
his moſt dangerous enemy, which would di- 
vert him from ſeeking the other, has fo few 
charms, ſo little that can ingage a reaſonable 
man, and tempt him to forfeit heaven? And 
who that has a proper reliſh and eſteem for 
the ſatisfactions, which a fixed contemplation 
and good hope of immortal bleſſedneſs yields, 
can complain, that Gop has ſown ſo thick 
vanity, diſappointment, and vexation, in 
other purſuits, as in a manner to force men 
to turn their views and hopes to immortality, 
and anticipate it's blefledneſs ? | 

Tis clear then, that we have no room to 
complain of Gop for permitting the conſe- 
quences of the fall, which are fo happily 
over-ruled or remedied. 4 As in Adam all 
die, fo in Cu RIS ſhall all be made alive. All 
are through his obedience reſtored to a ca- 
pacity for immortal bleſſedneſs, ſhall be ac- 
tually raiſed, and if they have yielded an 
MN | obedi- 


21 Cor. xv. 23. 


1 

obedience proportionate to their abilities and 

advantages, be raiſed to eternal life and bleſ- 
ſedneſs 
3. Human life, ſhort as it is, proves ordi- 
narily long enough for all the purpoſes of vir- 
! tue and piety, and everlaſting happineſs. 

| As to the caſe of children, who die before 
| they have attained the uſe of reaſon, Gop 
} has wiſely left us in a great meaſure ignorant. 
Yet of this in general we are ſure, that they 

are in the hand of an infinitely good parent, 

who hateth nothing that he hath made; and 

who hath made nothing in vain; and who 
* will not ſuffer their noble capacities for a di- 
vine and immortal bleſſedneſs to be loſt, with- 
out their fault, And with regard to their 

parents, if they are ſincerely pious, they are 

intereſted in the promiſe, that * all things ſhall 

work together for good to them who love Gov. 
And this general aſſurance is ſufficient to re- 
move the grief occaſioned by loſing child- 

ren, before they had an opportunity of dif- 

covering thoſe good qualities, which would 
| ingage a rational and more laſting affection 
| to them, and occaſion deeper regret for their 
death, 
| As for children whoſe opening reaſon has 
rendered them capable of religion and virtue, 
and who have well improved this early ſeaſon, 
yet have fallen like fowers in their bloom, 
| it ſhould be remembered, that their minds, 
not 
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1 
not prepoſſeſſed by vicious paſſions and habits, 
more eaſily acquire; and in leſs time, habits 
of virtue and piety, than theirs who ingaged 
later in the work, and ſuffered vice to take 
the firſt poſſeſſion. The youngeſt perſons, 
who have attained the exerciſe of reaſon, may 
know Gop and CHRIST, and reverence and 


love them anſwerably to their knowledge; 


may enough apprehend the goodneſs and per- 
fection of Gop, and their obligations to him, 
to determine them to prefer his favour above 
every other thing ; to make it their chief care 
to pleaſe him, eſpecially by imitating his kind- 
neſs, mercy, and truth; and to avoid whats 
ever would offend him. They may daily 
cultivate and expreſs this temper by humble 
prayer, and grateful praiſe; may fill well their 
ſmall ſphere, and make preparations for filling 
a larger. And if this has been the employ- 
ment of their lives, death which ſhortens 
their work, will not take away, but haſten 
their reward, CnRISsT has ſaid, © Suffer 
little children to come unto me, and forbid them 
not, for of ſuch is the. kingdom of heaven. And 
when brought to him, he embraced and bl:ſſed 
them, Their uncorrupted innocence, ſimpli- 
city, and ſweetneſs, their freedom from luſt, 
ambition, avarice, envy, and the like corrupt 
diſpoſitions, and their love to Gop and 
CHyRIsT, their affection and gratitude to 
their parents, and other friends, ſuited to 


their 
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knowledge and 1 ing, qualiße them 
for the kingdom, as they are a good part of 
the temper of heaven, and in the celeſtial 
paradiſe will ſoon grow up to a perfect charac- 
ter. May we not alſo juſtly reaſon, that the 
generous maſter who rewarded thoſe who 
came into the vineyard at the eleventh hour, 
becauſe they had not been called and hired 
before, _ wrought one hour, will not ex- 
clude thoſe from bis bountiful rewards, who 
entered the firſt bour, and wrought during that, 
and would have continued to labour for him; 
if he himſelf had not diſcharged them? And 
for the conſolation of their parents, we can 
obſerve, that although their children hved not 
long enough to repay them for the cares and 
labours of a good education, by their finiſh- 
ed piety, their duty to them, and uſefulneſs 
to the world, yet as during their ſhort ſtay, 
their children give them opportunity for ex- 
erting the proper virtues of parents, and by 
their death of manifeſting a pious reſignation, 
they may be aſſured, that the Gon who did 
not allow them to enjoy the ſatisfactions of a 
finiſhed work, will yet reward their fidelity 
as far as they proceeded in it ; when he him- 
ſelf takes the work out of their hand, and 
obliges the earthly parent to ſurrender his 
charge to the * to the great father 
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As for the caſe of thoſe who die in youth, 


and who have not improved it, it is certainly 
a juſt, and may be a moſt wiſe and merciful 
diſpenſation, when God removes them ; 


venting their longer abuſe of his goodneſs, 


and their greater miſery. And the early 
ſummons of ſuch to their account, all un- 
prepared as they are, is, as will be own pre- 
ſently, of great ſervice to the world ; exciting 
ſurviving parents and children to a ſpeedy, 
zealous, and active improvement of their time, 
and diſcharge of thoſe duties on which their 
preſent and final happineſs depend. 


If then, the preſent life be ordinarily long. 


enough, for all who are ſincerely willing to 
perform it, to acquire a pious and good diſ- 
poſition, and ſecure the bleſſedneſs of heaven, 
the ground of complaints for want of time 
to perfect our knowledge and goodneſs, and 
enjoy the ſatisfactions of perfection, for a ſpace 
proportioned to the difficulty of obtaining it, 
are removed. Our noble capacities are not 
given us in vain, though they cannot be filled 
in the preſent ſtate ; when by furniſhing them 
as far as we can with their proper good here, 
we not only ſecure their full ſatisfaction, but 
their inlargement alſo hereafter, When I have 
by cloſe ſtudy and repeated labours qualified 
myſelf tor extenſive uſefulneſs, and begun to 
taſte the ſatisfactions of imitating the divine 
benevolence, and ſerving the beſt intereſts of 
- mankind, death may remove me from my 
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ſtation, but cannot render my labour in vain. 
It may remove me from temptations and 
difficulties, which might have diſcouraged 
me and indangered my future happinels ; and 
it certainly removes me to the poſſeſſion of a 
bleſſedneſs, that will give me no room to re- 
gret any labours by which I attained it. And 
though my benevolence was not gratified here, 
in my promoting the happineſs of mankind, 
this generous affection will be abundantly ſa- 
tisfied in the ſociety of Hpirits divinely 
bleſſed, and with whom I may mutually re- 
ceive and give improvements in knowledge, 
goodneſs, devotion and felicity for ever, 

4. This frail hfe of ours is conſtantly 
guarded by a watchful providence. ®” God up- 
holds our fouls in life, and with unerring 
wiſdom and paternal goodneſs determines the 
time of our abode here; and all the good are 
aſſured of living as long, as to theſe perfec- 
tions appears beſt for them, and for the 
world, God has not indeed by an abſolute 
unconditional decree fixed the period of every 
man's days. This would ſuperſede all endea- 
vours and cares of ours to preſerve or lengthen 
life, would excuſe from all guilt thoſe who 
in appearance wilfully ſhortened their days, 
and make vain the promiſes of long life to 
obedience, and the threatenings of death to the 
diſobedience of ſome commands. It is never 
the leſs certain, that as we come not into the 

world 
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world by chance, but under the direction of 


a moſt wiſe and good God, ſo we are not 
removed without his ſpecial direction. If as 
our SAVIOUR reaſons, ® @ ſparrow falls not 
to the ground without our heavenly Father, 
much leſs a man; leaſt of all a good man. 
Even the hairs of his head are all numbered. 


What a ſtrong expreſſion is this of Gop's vi- 


gilance an1 concern for the lives and intereſts 
of his ſer'ants, and what a ſecurity to them? 
The moſt healthful couſtitution, the beſt 
phy ſicians, the moſt ſalutary air, and thou- 
ſands of the braveſt guards, or the better 
guard an obliged and affectionate people, 
cannot half ſo well ſecure a prince from 
death, as this promiſe, and the providence of 
Gop ſecures every good man, till it is beſt 
for him to die: and who would deſire a 
longer date ? 

I would farther refer you to the ꝙ iſt P/alm, 
it is too long to be quoted intire, and it 
would be an injury to leave out any part, 
« Am I then frail, open to numerous evils, 
0 and the ſudden ſtroke of death; and is my 
* conſtitution weak? I will yet triumph in 
te the divine promiſes, and the divine protec- 
% tion, I will throw aſide all anxiety for 
* the future, and be ſolely concerned to im- 
e prove aright the preſent, and eſtabliſh my 
* title to the divine favour and guardianſhip, 


* My life is in the hand of Gop, and there 
| E 2 « I would 
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« I would have it. I rejoice that I (hall 
% continue in life, or remove hence, not ac- 
* cording to my own erring choice, but the 
«* unerring appointment of Gop.” 

To confirm our faith in the divine diſpo- 
ſal of our lives, and increaſe our chearful re- 
ſignation to it, we may in many inſtances 
diſcover the wiſdom and. goodneſs of Gop 
even in ſhortening the lives of valuable per- 
ſons. The ſcripture has informed us in the 
caſe of that excellent king Joſſas, that he 
was taken from the evil to come, May we not 
in all caſes ſee enough to alleviate our ſorrow, 
and to juſtifie us in believing, that Gop in 
this diſpenſation acted upon the beſt reaſons, 
though we do not perceive them? And is it 
ſtrange that we who can ſee but darkly the 


future, and but a few ſteps before us, ſhould 


not be able diſtinctly to diſcern the wiſdom 
of the divine conduct, to whom all the paſt, 
and future, as well as the preſent lie open ? 
Is it any more than reaſonable, to reſign our- 
ſelves with an implicit faith to his diſpoſal; 
nay, is it not our happineſs, and pleaſingly to 
acquieſce, when he has aſſured us, that all 
things ſhall work together for good to them that 

eve him? | 
5. The abſolute uncertainty of life, and 
the cuting down frequently the faireſt and 
moſt promiſing #owers is a wiſe appointment, 
as it excites all to the immediate beſt improve- 
ment 
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ment of their time, and takes away all rea- 
ſonable ground of delays. Though religion 
and virtue be the true happineſs of man, and 
a conſtant veneration, and prevailing love of 
the beſt and greateſt of beings, a ſteddy de- 
pendance upon him, devotedneſs to his will, 
apprehenſion of his preſence and favour, grate- 
ful reſentments of his paſt benefits, an active 


concern to pleaſe him, and fervent aſpirations 


after bis immediate preſence and perfect love. 
Though this temper, and the actions which 
expreſs and improve it, conſtitute the trueſt 
felicity of man in the preſent ſtate, —Though 
to love our neighbours as ourſelves, to be em- 
ployed in doing good, and to be temperate in 
all things, are diſpoſitions which every one 
who wiſely loves himſelf will cultivate with 
conſtant care, yet ſuch is the power of ſen- 
ſual objects, eſpecially. with youth, fo refined 
are the ſatisfactions of religion, and ſuch to 
the generality the difficulties attending the 
entrance on a life of piety ; ſuch is the in- 
fluence of bad examples, inconſideration, 
paſſion, and the like, that numbers who are 
truly pious and good, would probably have 
deferred their application to religion, ſtill ex- 
pecting a more convenient ſeaſon, and thus 
have let paſs the beſt ſeaſon, and loſt many 
degrees of future bleſſedneſs; had not the 
near view of death, which the ſhortneſs of 
life gives, added a mighty force to all the 
motives of religion, and as much weakened 
OED fs the 
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the temptations to vice; and had not the nu- 
merous inſtances of perſons dying young con- 
vinced them, that there was no depending on 
the future, but if they would not madly ha- 
Zard eternal bleſſedneſs, they muſt improve 
the preſent ſeaſon. 

Since then our being early pious and good, 
is of ſo great importance to our happineſs, 
and to the general good, and the ill conſe- 
quences of an oppoſite choice are ſo many 
and fatal particularly indulgence to vi- 
cious inclinations, till we have loſt the power 
to govern them; the ſlavery of reaſon and ty- 
ranny of the paſſions; it is worthy the wiſ- 
dom and goodneſs of Gop to guard againſt 
ſuch effects, though at the expence of re- 
moving many who were likely to become 
eminently good, as well as cuting down 
thoſe in their prime, who were likely to have 
been fruitful in vice. 

Since thus every conſiderate obſerver 
muſt reaſon —— * If early and diſtinguiſh- 
« ed virtue and piety, and ſuch fair hopes of 
te future uſefulneſs, could not inſure the con- 
ct tinuance of life, certainly I cannot reaſon- 
« ably depend upon it; eſpecially if inſtead 
te of improving my prime of life, I am waſt- 
e ing it in folly and vice. And what reafon 
« have I to fear, leaſt a righteous Gop ſhould 
« order me to be cut down; and fince I will 
« not do good in life, make my death in- 
te ſtructive and a warning; and exclude me 

from 


1 

© from a heaven of compleat and everlaſting 
© blefledneſs; the value of which I can ne- 
«© yer ſufficiently apprehend, and the loſs of 
e which will make me, utterly miſerable ? 
« It is evidently the extream of folly and 
* madneſs, to put ſo immenſe a felicity to 
« the leaſt farther hazard for all the plea- 
e ſures or profits of the world; I will delay 
* no longer, but immediately devote myſelf 
< to the ſervice of Gop, and the preparation 
“ for immortality.” 

Let me now, as an Application of this ſub- 
je, lead your thoughts to a few more of 
thoſe important Reflections, which theſe in- 
tereſting truths offer to us. 

I, Is our life fo like a flower in it's ſhort 
continuance, frazlty, and uncertainty, let us 
ever regard it as ſuch; not grow too fond of 
it, nor expect too much from it; but lay 
the weight of our expectations of happineſs 
upon Gop and eternity, which alone can 
ſupport them. Moſt of the vexatious diſ- 
appointments which perſons receive from 
the world, and their ſtate in it, ariſe from 
their wrong apprehenfions of it. They ex- 
pect that from life and the world, which 
Gop never deſigned they ſhould give, a ſo- 
lid and laſting felicity ; and neglect to ſeek it 
where it is alone to be found, in the favour of 
God, a conſciouſneſs of well-doing, and the 
good hope of a bleſſed immortality. It is not 
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to be wondered at, if after this they com- 
plain and are wretched, A flower is de- 


ſigned only for amuſement, or a ſlight re- 


freſhment; and the man who would lean 
on it, or live by it, has no one to blame 
but himſelf, if he miſs ſupport and ſatiſ- 
faction. 

Let us take the preſent ſtate as Gop de- 
ſigned it, for a ſcene of trial and exerciſe of 
our vritue and piety; and at moſt for yield- 
ing us proper refreſhments on our journey 
to a better world; and we ſhall enjoy all 
that is good in it, and keep clear of thoſe 


' Piercing vexations, which the vanity of the 


world cauſes to thoſe, who lay the whole 
ſtreſs of their happineſs upon it, or upon 
any thing it contains. If we center our 
hopes on Gop, and eſtimate our happineſs 
by our title to his favour, by our growing 


reſemblance to him in trae goodneſs, and 


our meetneſs for his eternal preſence and 
love, we can never be diſappointed as to our 
main good and purſuit, and may be always 
eaſy. For whatever changes we ſuffer in 
our outward eſtate, it will ſtill be in our 

wer to confirm and improve our intereſt 
in the favour of Gop, and the bleſſedneſs of 
eternity, Whether we are poor or rich, in 


ſickneſs or health, whether relatives and 


friends are continued with us, or taken 
from us, we may diſcharge the duties of 
| our 
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our ſeveral ſtations, promote our eternal in- 
terefts, and look up to Gop as our guardian, 
our portion, and * exceeding great reward. 
To be virtuous, benevolent, reſigned, and 
devout is always in our power, and the on- 
ly method to ſecure true contentment while 
we are here, The man who thus ſeeks hap- 
pineſs hath not only thoſe peculiar and exalted 
ſatisfactions, which ſuch a temper and con- 
duct and a reflection upon them give ; has 
not only the privilege of being ſecured from 
the anxicty and vexation, which a dependance 
upon uncertain things produces, but he is 
thus ſure of enjoying all the good that is in 
them. Whereas the other overlooks the lit- 
tle reality, and graſping at too much miſſes 
it, and retains nothing but the ſhame and 
angniſh of a diſappointment, 

Do I then enjoy health, a plentiful fortune, 
or a dear relation and friend, I will regard 
theſe not as my oe 4 good, but as things na- 
turally frail, imperfect, and uncertain, and raiſe 
my largeſt wiſhes to Gor, and fix my moſt 
delighttul hopes on him, who is a good all 
perfect, ſatisfying, and everlaſting, I will 
reckon nothing to be of very great importance 
to me, but the eſtabliſhing an intereſt in his 
favour, and increafing it. And ſhould I be 
deprived of the other will bear it with that 
temper, with which a ſubject paſſing to his 
ſovereign's court, where he was aſſured of 

F poſ- 
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1 


poſſeſſing an affluent fortune, and the higheſt 


honours, would bear ſome little lofles or af- 

fronts on the road; eſpecially when he knew, 

that his eaſily reſigning every thing which 

retarded his journey, would be rowarded an 
* an bundred fold. 

2. What has been offered will afford ratio- 
nal conſolation under the loſs of dear relations, 
whether in the morning or noon of life, Has 
death mown down the flowers in the heigth 
of their bloom, or hewn down the ſtately 
tree laden with fruit, and will they delight 
us no more? Yet if the ſeeds of religion and 
victue,incloſed in theſe flowers, if the tree 
bore the fruits of righteouſneſs, beneficence, 
and piety, though now laid in the duſt, 
theſe ſeeds ſhall ſpring, theſe fruits ſhall grow, 
and yield a glorious harveſt in the morning 
of the reſurrection, Their virtues and good 
qualities are indeed loſt to us, but not to 
themſelves. The ſtroke that removed them 
from us, lodged them beyond the reach of 
all the imperfections, ſufferings, temptations, 
and dangers of this mortal ſtate, and effec- 
tually ſecured the immortal part with all it's 
valuable intereſts. And as for the body, which 
ſeems to have ſuffered ſo heavily by the blow, 


even that will be a gainer, though reduced to 


corruption and diſhonour. Tis indeed * ſown: 
in corruption, but it ſhall be raiſed in incor- 
ruption 


r Matt, xix, 29, [1 Cor. xv. 42, 43. 
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ruption ; ſown in diſhonour, but it ſhall be 
raiſed in glory. 

3. Is our life ſo fra, let us not ha- 
zard our eternal concerns any more 
on the preſumption of it's long continuance, 
but with the ' utmoſt diligence and ſpeed 
ſecure them. To obſerve at what a rate the 
generality throw away their time, how pleaſed 
they are with opportunities of loſing it, and 
how much obliged they think themſelves to 
any who help them to get rid of the bur- 
then, would tempt one to think that either 
they had an immenſe quantity of it in their 
command, or that it was not improveable to 
any valuable purpoſe, Who could think that 
the life of theſe perſons was at longeſt very 

t, their tenure of it quite uncertain ; and 
that eternal bappineſs or everlaſting deſtruction 
depended on their employing it well or ill? 
Who could think that perſons who give ſuch 
large portions of it to what they own to be 
trifles, and from which they pretend to ex- 
pect no other benefit, than that of paſſing 
away their time without feeling the weight 
of it, were capable of a conſtant proficiency 
in knowledge, goodneſs and devotion, were 
deſigned for a divine and everlaſting felicity ; 
and that their title to it depended on the pre- 
ſent uſe they made of their uncertain time ? 
And that the degrees of their final bleſſedneſs 


would be determined by their preſent attain- 
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ments in religion, and uſefulneſs to man- 
kind? 

Am I then young ? Inſtead of thinking it 
the privilege of this age to ſport time away, 
let me rejoice in the immenſe geodneſs of 
Gop, who has put it into my power, by a 


-continual proficiency in virtue and piety, to 


ſecure the largeſt ſhare of an eyetlaſting re- 
ward, Let me be deeply affected with the loſs 
of ſo many opportunities which I can never 
recover, and conſequently of ſo many de- 
grees of a divine felicity, When I am at 


2 loſs to diſpoſe of my time, let me aſk 


myſelf, am I as well acquainted with the 
works and perfections of Gop, with his will, 
and the conditions of eternal bleſſedneſs; 
and ſo firmly eſtabliſhed in the belief of the 
reat truths of religion, as I need to be? 
= I purged out all thoſe vices, which are 
contrary to the purity and goodneſs of that 
being, in whoſe favour I hope to be happy; 
and may I not well employ my time in diſ- 
coyering and correcting theſe? Have I all 
thoſe graces and virtues which will qualifie 
me for the ſociety and employments of the 
heavenly world; or can I better employ my 
time, than in fuch reading, meditation, and 
converſe, as are proper to implant or che- 
riſh theſe ? Might I not increaſe my know- 
ledge and abilities for doing good, or if I at- 
K. to it, diſcover ſeveral opportunities 
within my reach for doing it; and would 


not 
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not the imployment of time this way tutn 
to infinite advantage? Would not the fatiſ- - 
faRions attending ſuch an improvement, and , 
the chearing reflections upon it, more than 
ballance the labours neceſſary to bring my 
mind to this temper, and far exceed all the 
pleaſures of indolence or ſport ; and will not 
the fruits of everlaſting bleſſedneſs which it 
produces, much more exceed them ? Or am 
I held up merely by the flender thread of 
life from irreparable ruin, and can I be ſe- 
cure, when J obſerve it fo frequently break- 
ing where it appears ſtrongeſt, and when 
my fins are ſuch a weight upon it? Does 
eternal life depend on mortifying the ſeveral 
inclinations and habits of vice, and culti- 
yating, during the preſent ſeaſon, the habits 
of holineſs? Is this ſeaſon at longeſt ſhort, 
and the continuance of it for a day or 
an hour to me quite uncertain? And can I 
reaſonably trifle any longer ? Let me confider 
what it is I riſk, a heaven of compleat, di- 
vine, and everlaſting joys, a ſtate where the 
imperfections and ſufferings of the preſent, 
will be forever unknown, where my body 
ſhall enjoy conſummate beauty and vigor, 
perpetual caſe, and immortal health ; where 
my foul ſhall be compleat in all it's powers, 
and both body and ſoul in full poſſeſſion of 
all the ſatisfactions that ſuit this perfect ſtate, 
that fuit a rational and immortal being; 
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where, in a word, I ſhall know love, and 
enjoy GoD, and be like to him in purity and 
goodneſs ; ſee my Redeemer in the heigth 
of glory and felicity, triumph in his exalta- 
tion, and venerate and love him worthily ; 
converſe with angels and kindred minds, and 
with them continually improve in know- 
ledge, friendſhip, benevolence, and felicity ! 
And may I yet ſecure this ineſtimable 

bleſſedneſs, and is the continuance of my op- 
portunities for it, uncertain as the beauty and 
life of a flower; and can I be a moment 
longer in ſuſpenſe? The world cannot recom- 

nce me, for the leaſt further riſk I run of 
lofing this bleſſedneſs ; and ſhall I chuſe to 
hazard it for a moſt inconſiderable part of the 
world ? Others have done it, and for ever 
loft heaven; what tormenting ſelf. reflections, 
what horrors of guilt are their portion! 
What would they give for the leaſt oppor- 
tunity, that I perhaps am fooliſhly bent to 
throw away ? I can never too ſoon ſecure ha 
pineſs, or gain too much of it; 7 will ſeek 
the Loxp while he may be found, and work 
out my ſalvation to day, leaſt 1% morrow, it 
ſhould be for ever 700 late. 

Finally; how 7hankful ſhould we be to 
Gop for the promiſe of immortality, and that 
he has put it into or power, by /acrificing 
the pleaſures or profits of ſin, during ſo rail 

| and 
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and ſhort a life, to ſecure this immortality of 
bleſſedneſs; and how guilty and wretched 
will they render themſelves, who refuſe this 
facrifice ! CHRIST has brought hfe and im- 
mortality to light by his goſpel. The promi- 
ſes of a teſurrection and life eternal, which 
he made the world in the name of Gop, 
he fully confirmed by raifing the dead to life, 
and by riſing himſelf from the dead on the 
third day, and viſibly aſcending into the hea- 
ven which he promiſed. And what a hap- 
py change in the preſent ſcene, does the 
breaking in of this light create! The hopes 
of an eternal heaven are fitted to inſpire nobler 
ſatisfactions, than his earthly paradiſe could 
give to Adam; and we can now thank Gop 
for the imperfection, vanity, and ſhort du- 
ration of the preſent ſcene. The more vain 
and unſatisfying, the leſs force has it to detain 
us from ſeeking heaven; and the ſhorter it's 
continuance, the ſooner ſhall we enter on im- 
mortality. And then how inexcuſable muſt 
we own all thoſe to be, whom the tempta- 
tions of this ſhort and imperfect ſtate prevail 
on, to give up their intereſt in the other, 
When one hears of ſomething which men 
prefer to heaven, and everlaſting happineſs, 
the enjoyment of which alſo is confined to 
this ſhort life, one is ready to imagine, it 
muſt be ſome extraordinary good, the quin- 

teſſence 
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teſſence of happineſs drawn together, a taſte 
of which ſo many chuſe before the rivers of 
pleaſure flowing from the throne of Gop 
for ever. Were it valuable in the higheſt de- 
gree, fo as to ſurpaſs heaven for the time, 
yet when heaven is ſure and everlaſting, it 
maſt be ſtrange, that any can heſitate be- 
tween them, and even prefer a world that is 
paſſing away. But how is the wonder in- 
creaſed when we find, that the happineſs of 
worldlings is nothing but amuſing and for- 
geting themſelves for a little while, and keep- 
ing off all apprehenſions of their wants and 
dangers, without ſupplying the one, and re- 
moving the other. A happineſs which will 
no more bear examining, than a flower rough 
handling; and a happineſs with which they 
themſelves are often diſguſted and complain, 
And to make the infatuation ſtill more aſton- 
iſhing, th duties and diſpoſitions, on which 
their title: depends, are the principal ſources 


of preſent ſatisfaction, 


The folly of ſuch a choice is ſo great, 
that it would be incredible any ſhould be 
guilty of it, did we not every day fee nu- 
merous inſtances The ſenſes of men deter- 
mine them, before their reaſon is capable of 
directing them; and when it becomes fit to 
direct, a cuſtom of chuſing and acting ac- 
cording as the ſenſes dictate, determines them 
to continue it, They then perfiſt in prefer- 


ing 


U 
ing ſenſual indulgences, not becauſe they are 
happy in them, but becauſe they find them- 
ſelves uneaſie in the want of them; and can- 
not reſolve on the labours and ſelf-denials, ne- 
ceſſary to acquire the temper and pleaſures of 
religion. i | 

This therefore ſhould recommend the pre- 
ſent choice of religion, eſpecially to the 
young, before they are poſſeſt by other in- 
clinations and habits, and while they may 
with the moſt caſe become religious, and en- 
joy the moſt pleaſure in it, Should you 
thoughtleſsly let flip this opportunity, who 
can aſſure you that you will be wiſe enough 
to improve a leſs favourable one ? Or who 
can promiſe you that you ſhall ever have an- 
other, and not for ever loſe this infinite bleſ- 
ſedneſs which is again offered unto you? 
Think then, whether you have experienced, 
or can believe there is any thing in the world, 
that can compenſate you for ſuch a loſs, 
Do not therefore ſuffer the hope of being 
wiſer hereafter to tempt you to ſuch a folly, 
But be immedeately religious, in ſecret, as well 
as public ; devote your ſelves to the ſtudy and 
practice of religion, and the preparing for 
heaven, by improving your minds in all va- 
luable knowledge, and every virtue, and do- 
ing all the good you can, For though you 
are yet in your flower, daily inftances, as 
well as the ſacred Writer aſſure you, that 
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man cometh up like a flower, and is cut down, 
If you are ſurprized before a religious tem- 
per is formed, as you are cut down, you will 
be caſt into the fire. But if it be formed, 
though you are taken off ſuddenly, you will 
be traſplanted to a happier clime, where you 


ſhall grow and flouriſh in goodneſs and feli- 
city for ever. Amen. | | 
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BOOKS Printed and Sold by J. Wavon, 
and W. FENNER, at the Turks Head, in 
Lombard-Street, 


By the Reverend Mr. Thou As AmMoORy. 


I. HE Character and Bleſſedneſs of thoſe, to who 
| to live is Chriſt, and to die gain. Repreſent 


in a Sermon preached at 1/[min/ter, in Somer/et/ſhire, on 


the much lamented Death of the late Reverend Mr. 
James Strong, Price 64, _ 
IT. The Nature of Sound Doctrine, and the Encou- 
razements to preach it, Repreſented in a Charge, de- 
livered at the Ordination of the Reverend Mr. Milliam 
Harris, at Wells, in Somerſetſhire. Price 6d. | 


III. Self-Dedication to God explained and recommen- 
ded, with a particular View to the New-year ; and a 
Prefatory Addreſs to Youth, TheSecond Edition. Price 6d, 


IV. A Dialogue on Devotion, after the Manner of 
Aenophon; in which the Reaſonableneſs, Pleaſure, and 
Advantages of it are conſidered. To which is prefixed, 

A Converſation of Socrates on the Being and Providence 
of God. Tranſlated from the Greet. The ſecond Edi- 
tion, corrected and improved. Price I s. 


V. Daily Devotion aſſiſted and recommended, in Four 
Sermons. Repreſenting the principal Inſtances of the 
Providence and Goodneſs of God, which every Morn- 
ing and Evening offer to our Thoughts, and the Uſe we 
ſhould make of them, Price 1 s. 6d. 

VI. Eight Sermons on a Future General Judgment. 
Price 23. 6 d. ihe 


VII. The Character and Blefſedneſs of thoſe who die 
in the Lord. Repreſented in a Sermon preached at Bridge- 
water, fanuary 6, 1748 ; on Occaſion of the Death of 
the Reverend Mr. John Moore, A. M. who departed this 
Life December 31. Aged Seventy-Six. Price 6 4. 


VIII. Minifters not Lords over the Faith of Chri/- 
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BOOKS printed for J. Waugh and W. Fenner; 
Lewin's-Mead; Briſtal, at the Ordination of the Reve- 
1end Mr, William Richards, May 22, 1751. 

IX. A Sermon preached at Culliten, March 8th 1752. 
On Occaſion of the Death of Mrs. Mary Slater, Wife 
of the Rev. Mr. Samuel Slater, who died March 2d, in 


the 3oth Year of her Age, Price 44. 
X. Eight Sermons, on Contentment, the Reaſon - 


ableneſs of Religon, and the Advantages of Prayer; 
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The following by the late Reverend My, H ENRY GROVE; 
pat | 


I. The Works of Mr. Greve, in 12 Volumes Octa- 
vo. Price bound 71, 2s. 


N. B. The four firſt Vols. 5th and 6th, as well as | 
7tb, 8th, gth, and 10, may be had ſeparate. 


II. A Diſcourſe concerning the Nature and Deſign of 
the Lord's-Supper, in which the principal Things relating 
to this Inſtitutionargpriefly conſidered, and ſhewn to ariſe 
out of one ſingle Notion of it, viz. As a Memorial of 
the Death of Chriſt. The ſixth Edition. Price 


bound 25. 


III. A Diſcourſe of Secret Prayer. To which are added 
Two Eſlays on Prayer, I. Concerning the rational 
Grounds of Prayer in general. And, II. Concerning the 
Qualifications neceflary to render Prayer an acceptable 
ſervice. The Sixth Edition. Price bound 1 s. 6 4. 


IV. Wiſdom the firſt Spring of Action in the Deity. 
The Second Edition, Price 15. 6d, | 


V. Miſcellanies in Proſe and Verſe ; moſt of them for- 
merly publiſhed, and now collected into one Volume. 


Price 1 5. 64. 


VI The Friendly Monitor; or, Three Sermons, point- 
ing out ſome of thoſe Errors and Imperfections in the Con- 
duct of Chriſtians, by which they leſſen both their own Re- 
putation, and that of Religion. The Third Edition, 1 5, 


